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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE MOVE OF RFE/RL TO US 

1 . AS MOST ADDRESSEE POSTS ARE AWARE, THE GENERAL 
ACCOUNTING OFFICE CONCLUDED IN A JUNE 1976 STUDY THAT 
IT WOULD BE TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE FOR RADIO FREE EUROPE/ 

RADIO LIBERTY TO PERFORM A MAJOR PORTION OF THEIR 
ACTIVITIES IN THE US, AT AN ANNUAL SAVING OF 3.3 MILLION 
DOLLARS. THE BOARD FOR INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING 
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RESPONDED WITH ITS OWN STUDY, WHICH REVEALED SIGNIFICANT 
DISADVANTAGES, FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL, TO A RELOCATION. 

BECAUSE OF THE SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES IN FINDINGS, THE 
BOARD CONTRACTED A PRIVATE CONSULTANT (ARTHUR ANDERSEN & 

CO.) TO DO AN INDEPENDENT STUDY, WHICH INTER ALIA CONCLUDED 
THAT THE IDENTIFIABLE ONE TIME COSTS OF RELOCATING THE 
RADIOS FROM MUNICH TO THE US ARE APPROXIMATELY 17.1 MILLION 
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DOLLARS, WHILE ESTIMATED ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS SAVINGS OF 
SUCH A MOVE WOULD BE 3.5 MILLION DOLLARS. THE STUDY DID 
NOT MAKE A FINAL CONCLUSION AS TO THE FEASIBILITY OF RELO- 
CATION BECAUSE THE "POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL" RAMIFICA- 
TIONS OF RELOCATION WERE NOT ADDRESSED. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT CLEARLY HAS AN INPUT TO MAKE FROM A 
FOREIGN POLICY STANDPOINT INTO ANY DECISION REGARDING THE 

RELOCATION OF THE RADIOS IN THE US. THE PURPOSE OF THIS 
CABLE IS TO ELICIT THE VIEW OF ADDRESSEE POSTS AS FOLLOWS: 

3. FOR BONN: WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE 
FOLLOWING FACTORS: HOW WOULD A MAJOR RELOCATION OF THE 
RADIOS AFFECT FRG PERCEPTIONS OF THE US PRESENCE AND 
COMMITMENT IN EUROPE? WOULD A MOVE AT THIS TIME BE PER- 
CEIVED AS A BACKING DOWN FROM OUR HELSINKI COMMITMENTS IN 
THE FACE OF INCREASED SOVIET AND EE ATTACKS AGAINST THE 
RADIOS? HOW WOULD SUCH A MOVE AFFECT FRG INTERNAL POLI- 
TICS. AND MIGHT THE RELOCATION BECOME A DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
ISSUE? TO WHAT EFFECT? WOULD A MOVE REDUCE THE FRG 
RESOLVE AND COMMITMENT TO INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING? 
FINALLY, WOULD A MOVE MAKE IT DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN THE 
NECESSARY RFE/RL SKELETON EQUIPMENT AND PERSONNEL, 
INCLUDING TRANSMITTERS, IN THE FRG? 

4. FOR MOSCOW AND EASTERN EUROPEAN POSTS: HOW WOULD SUCH 
A MOVE BE INTERPRETED BY THE LEADERSHIPS, THE INTELLECT- 
UALS AND OTHER POTENTIAL LISTENERS IN YOUR COUNTRY? 
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WOULD IT BE PERCEIVED AS ACQUIESCENCE TO SOVIET/EE PROPA- 
GANDA CAMPAIGNS AGAINST THE RADIOS? HOW DO YOU FRET. A 
MOVE WOULD AFFECT TIMELINESS AND FLAVOR OF BROADCASTS 
(AND RESEARCH)? MIGHT A MOVE TO THE US, WITH A CON- 
CURRENT CHANGEOVER IN MUCH OF THE BROADCASTING PERSONNEL, 
MAKE THE REGIME AT LEAST INITIALLY LESS HOSTILE TO THE 
RADIOS? 

5. ADDRESSEES SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT FLOAT THESE QUES- 
TIONS WITH HOST COUNTRY CONTACTS. WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
ASAP YOUR COMMENTS, WHICH NEED NOT RESTRICT THEMSELVES 
TO THE ABOVE QUESTIONS. INFO ADDRESSEES ARE ALSO INVITED 
TO COMMENT. 

VANCE 
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